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Be wiſe therefore, O ye Kings : Be 
inſtructed ye Judges of the Earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, and re- 
joyce with trembling. 


\ ) 7 E Have in theſe Words, Ad- 
vices and Directions offe- 

red, by a Great and a Vi- 
ccorious King: He had paſs d through 
the Extremities of both Fortunes, and 
was at laſt by God's own Deſignation 
advanced to the Throne. He went 
through much Oppoſition, and had ſub- 
dued all about him. He had defeated 
great Armies, and broken the Confe- 
deracy, into which many of his 
neighbouring Kings had engaged againſt 
him. 

Upon that he gives, in this Pſalm, a 
noble Deſcription of God's Care of 
him, and of the Extent of Power and 
Dominion that was defigncd him: He 
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was to have the uttermoſt Parts of the 
Earth (or the Land) for a Poſſeſſion, 


Tron, and to break the rebellious in 
pieces as a Potter's Veſſel ; and in this 
Senſe was to be a Type of the Meſſiah, 

to whom this Pſalm does principally 
relate. 
He addreſſes himſelf both to Kings 
and their Miniſters, adviſing them to 
learn Wiſdom, and to receive In- 
ſtruction, to obſerve the Defigns of 
God and the Methods of Providence, 
to reflect on the mifcarrying of their 
Projects, and to turn to more prudent 
Councils. He brings theſe general 
Words to a particular Application, he 
calls on them to ſerve God, and to re- 
joyce in him, but to join Fear with 
_ Service, and I rembling with their 
Joy. 3 
It is a King that ſpeaks, and inſtructs 
both thoſe of the ſame Dignity with 
himſelf, and all that ſerve under them, 
Magiſtrates, Judges, and Miniſters, in 
that 


which he was to rule with a Rod of 


tbe 
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that which is both the Beginning and 
the Perfection of all Wiſdom, which is 
to fear God and to keep bis Commandments. 
To ſerve God, 1s to contider the Sta- 
tion in which one is put, the Talents 
and Capacities of doing Good, that are 


given him, and the applying himſelt 


with a conſtant Attention and a lively 
Zeal, to become as like God as he can, 
to be a common Bleſſing to Mankind, 
and to ſet a bright Example to all about 
him. This in Perſons of an exalted State, 
will be both much obſerved and imita- 
ted, it will caſt its Luſtre far, and pro- 
duce good Effects. Happy thoſe whom 
God has ſet next himſelf, when they 
purſue the Ends of their Exaltation. 
Theſe Words of the Pſalm may be then 
well applied to them, without the Im- 
putation of Idolatry or Flattery; I have 
ſaid ye are Gods. „ 


God is then truly ſerved, when from 


a deep Senſe of all his Bleſſings, there 


ariſes on us a conſtant Deſign of ado- 


ring and acknowledging him, and a 
watch- 
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watching of every Occaſion of anſwer- 

ing all the Ends of Providence. 
This is to be mixed with Fear, with 
an awful Regard to the Eye of him that 
does always obſerve us, and will bring 
us to anſwer for all we do. This Fear 
will be beſt maintained by our li- 
ving in a conſtant Miſtruſt of our ſelves, 
and in a Dependance upon God ; we 
muſt work out aur Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. Temptations of all Sorts lie 
about us, and are apt to break in upon 
us, for of our ſelves we are both re- 
miſs and feeble. If at any time we feel 
a lively Excitation of our Faculties, 
animating our Zeal, yet that will 
ſoon wear off, for how willing ſo- 
ever the Spirit may be, our Saviour has 
warned us, That the Fleſh is weak. While 
we are ſo aſſaulted from without, and 
are ſo weak in our ſelves, we ought 
even while we ſtand, to take heed left we 
fall. We are never ſo ſafe as when we 
are moſt apprehenfive of Danger, and 
when we depend moſt entirely on thoſe 
* 
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ſecret Affiſtances, which humble and 
earneſt Applications to God in Prayer, 
will certainly procure to us. Nothing 
will animate us more in the Service of 
God, than to rejoyce at the Remem- 
brance of the many Bleſſings that we 
havealready received fromhim, both in 
our own Particular, and as we are Parts 
of any great Body, Nation, or Church. 
This will raiſe in us a ſenſible Joy, 
and beget in us an unſhaken Con- 
fidence of their being to be continued 
to us, while we go on in anſwering the 
Ends for which they were given. 
| Therefore this good King does in 
many of his Pſalms ſet before that Na- 
tion, the great Bleſſings that they and 
their Fathers had received from God, 
particularly in the 78th, in the 105th 
and 106th Pſalms, that the reflecting 
on theſe might give them deep Im- 
preſſions of God's Goodneſs, and en- 
gage them to ſuch Improvements of 
them, as might maintain in them a trem- 
bling Fear, with an exalted Joy. 
in 
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In Imitation of ſo great a Pattern, 
and to ſuit my Diſcourſe to our preſent 
Circumſtances ; I will open to you 
ſome amazing Scenes of Providence, 
which will clearly ſhew, that the great 
Work of the Reformation of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, begun about 200 Years 
ago, has been ſo watched over by a ſpe- 
cial Protection, that, tho' it has paſt 
thro' many a Criſis which look'd black 
and threatning, there was in every one 
of them ſuch a happy Interpoſition, 
that, when all ſeem'd loft, and no hu- 
man Hope wasleft, there came a ſudden 
and unlook d for Turn, ſo that all the 
World was forced to ſay, This is the 
Finger of God, and the Lord's (own im- 
mediate) doing. In them all, God's 
watchful Care over that glorious Work 
did evidently appear, and the Remem- 
brance of theſe calls on us to rejoyce in 


Him. 


Not many Years after the Reforma- 
tion was ſpread thro' the Empire, ma- 
ny of the Princes and free Cities, ſee- 


ing 
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ing the bloody Defigns of their Enemies, 
did, according to what they had a right 
to by their Conttitution, enter into a 
famous * League for their mutual De- be vat 
fence againſt thoſe who might attack“ e. 
them on the Account of their Religion. 
But it happened that by Practices on 
ſome, and Diviſions among the reſt, 
their Armies mouldred away, the Prin- 
ces that commanded them fell into their 
Enemies Hands, by which that Work 
ſeem'd to be left defenceleſs and entite- 
ly ruind, a few Cities only ſtanding 
out, while the reſt were forced to ſub- 
mit on the beſt Terms they could ob- 
tain ; many fled from the Violence of 
the Conqueror, and then a Sanctuary 
was opened to them among us in King 
Edward's Reign, But in this Extremity 
God ſoorder'd it, that the very ſame 
Prince + that had before been the chief + 2:1; 
Inſtrument in the Ruin of his Side, did“ 5. 
with a peculiar Dexterity of Conduct 
engage the Emperor s whole Army to 
entirely to himſelf, that Charles V. fled 
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F Terrain ard 
Grandel. 


Was in Treaty, the Queen here, that had 


out of Germany by Torch- light, his 


| Defigns being utterly broken, and he 
Was ſoon after forced to come to an 


Agreement, by which the Liberties of 
the Empire, and the Freedom of Reli- 
gion were fully ſecured. 
A few Years after that, when Popery 
was at its Heighth among us, died al! 
over with the Blood of our Martyrs, the 


Miniſters of the two chief Powers of 


Eurcpe, both + Cardinals, ſeeing that the 
Progreſs of their Wars, gave Occaſion 
to the Progreſs of that they call'd Here- 


6, diſpoled their Maſters to a Peace, 


with this View, that they might be free 
from all other Affairs, to purſue the De- 
lign of extirpating Hereſy: While this 


never ſlacken'd the Perſecution, not- 
withſtanding her Wars Abroad, died in 
good time, to blaſt the Project, and the 
French King was ſoon after carried off 
by a fatal Accident. 
We came under a long and glo- 


rious Reign, that fettled our Reli- | 


gion 
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gion at Home and protected it Abroad, 
while France fell under the Diſtra- 
ctions of a Minority, and a Succeſſi- 
on of Wars occaſionꝭd by thoſe Perſecu- 
tors, who carried on their Cruelties in 
a2 Courſe of Perfidy and Treachery. 
A few Years after this was over, a 
League was formed in France, for the 
Excluſion and Deſtruction of Hereticks, 
they deſigned to ſhut up that feeble 


King that then reigned, in a Monaſtery, 


while another Race, and a perſecuting 


one it was, beyond any in Europe, 


was to uſurp the Crown. At the fam - 
time, a vaſt Fleet, the greateſt the World 

had ever ſeen, was to be ſent to conquer 

this Nation. God blaſted the whole 
Deſign, their Fleet was deſtroyed, the 
Heads of the League were (treacherouſ- 
ly indeed) murdered, that weak King 


was affaſhnated, and a great Prince 


came in his Room, who being ſuppart- 
ed from hence, diſſolved their League, 
and gave the Reformed full and perpe- 
tual Edits of Settlement. Thele 


Deftigns thus defeated, did enervate 
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that Power, that being ſupplied by 
vaſt Treafures from the New-found 
World, aimed at no leſs than Univer- 
fal Empire, and the total Deſtruction 
of that they called Hereſy. 

The next Criſis was, when a moft 
Sercne Houle, from a Branch of which 
He deſcends, who now fills our Throne, 
was ruined and driven out of the Em- 
pire ; and the whole Liberty of Germany, 
"= of Religion, was almoſt ſwallow'd 

At the ſame time the chief Strength 
of the Reformed in France was forcd 
out of their Hands, by which they 
were reduced to a precarious Conditi- 
on, and we here fell into ſuch Disjoint- 
ings, that we were not able to ſtop that 
Current, nor to ſupport our neareſt 
Allie. While Things were in this 

te deſperate State, a Nerthern * Prince, in 
whom the Gothick Greatneſs ſeemed 
Revived, did with a ſmall Force, ven- 

ture on that which had proved fatal 

to all who had engaged in it before him. 


His 
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His Succeſs was amazing ; he routed 
Veteran Armies, and vanquiſhed great 
Generals; and as long as he lived, he 
carried all before him with a Torrent 
of Succeſs; theſe Wars ended in that 


famous Peace, which ſettled the Quiet; 5. The Peac: 


and Liberties of Germany, and the Free- 
dom of Religion; ſo happily did this 
Oriſis end. 


The next was in our own Days, when 


by a Rapidity of Conqueſt, a French Ar- 
my penetrated into the Heart of thoſe 
Provinces, our neareſt and beſt Allies, 
and by a ſtrange Conjunction of Coun- 
cils as well as of Fleets, in which we 
were then unhappily engaged, we faw 
our own Ruin was deſign'd next, after 
the States had been once quite ſubdu'd. 


But then a young Prince, not praiſed 
to War, nor accuſtomed to Buſineſs, 


was ſet with a very {mall Force at the 


Head of a State, almoſt funk into Ruin, 


to maintain that which remain'd uncon- 
quered. The Spirit of that People roſe 
with his Exaltation, and to the Wonder 


of 
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of the whole World, he managed the 


War with ſuch Conduct and Courage, 


that in a few Years all was recovered, 


and a Peace was obtained. From ſuch an 
Eſſay, the World faw what Reaſon there 
was to expect greater Things from him. 


The laſt Crifis was 29 Years ago, 
when, in the Compaſs of one Year, we 
ſaw Popery on the Throne, and Victo- 
rious here; the Illuſtrious Line of the 


Reformed Palatine Houſe ended, and that 
Dignity transferr'd to a Family of a 


contrary Religion; the Reformed 


Churches of France rooted out and difh- 
pated, and our elder Brethren of the 
Reformation, the Churches in the Val- 
lies of Piedmont extirpated and banifth'd : 
Here was a clouded Scene, black all over. 
But the Violence of the Perſecution in 
the neighbouring Kingdom, helped to 


awaken many to make a Stand among 


us; and then a Courſe of precipitated 
Councils, and illegal Practices were 
carried on at laſt to ſuch a total Sub- 
verſion of our Conſtitution, that we 
were 
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were no more what we had always 


been, a Legal Government, but were put 


under an Arbitrary Sway, and govern'd 
at Pleaſure. I hen it was that both the 
States and the Empire, ſaw themſelves in 
fuch eminent Danger, that a gene- 
rous Reſolution was taken of put- 
ting All to Hazard, becauſe they ſaw 
that otherwiſe all was loſt. This end- 
ed happily in a Revolution, that gave 


the Rite to that bleſſed Eftabliſhment 
we now rejoyce in; for it was never 


quite compleated till now. 
Here then we fee, a Succeſſion of 
many eminent Interpofitions of Provi- 


dence, which do evidently ſhew God's 


watchful Care over that Work, ever 


ready, in the greateſt Extremities, to 


prepare a Deliverance when there was 
no Human Proſpect left. But to open 


this further; I will next ſet before you 


thoſe Specialties of Providence, that 
do more immediately relate to our ſelves. 
| will only mention thoſe that we 
have ſeen ſince the Revolution, though I 


could 
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could give eminent Inſtances that hap- 
pen'd before it. 

When the glorious Attempt was 
made 26 Years ago, we were ſo gui- 
ded by favourable Winds, that while 
they carried us proſperouſly thro' the 
Seas, they ſhut up our Enemies in Port. 
Theſe Winds varied, and calmed in 
the very Minutes in which we needed 
it, and when our Fleet was well ſecu- 
red, a moſt violent Storm broke upon 
that which came againſt us. They 
were ſhattered by it, and forced into 
Ports, by which both their Hopes and 
our Fears were quite extinguiſhed ; at- 
ter that all was Succeſs on our Side, Our 
Enemies loſt both Hand and Heart; 
in Concluſion, we arrived at a happy 
Settlement. 

Two Years after that the Scene was 
much altered, one Battle was loſt at 


Land and another at Sea; ſo that our 


Affairs were in a doubtful State. The 


Matter was brought to a Decifion in 
the neighbouring Iſland : On the Eve 


of 
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of that Day the ſureſt Inſtrument of 
Death — 4 an Impreſſion on the Sa- 
cred Perſon of Him, on whom all our 
Hopes depended; but it was ſo ſlight 
a one, that it ſerved only to ſhew, that 
an immediate Protection watched over 
him. This made way to the glorious 
Victory that follow'd the next Day. 
Another Year finiſh'd the War in - wh 
Ifland, and fince that time ail has been 
quiet at Home. 

Two Years after that an Army was 
brought to the oppoſite Coaſt toinvade 


us, when we had very little Strength 


on our Side to reſiſt it. Their Fleet came 
into our Seas, before ours was ready; 

but it was ſoon ſtop'd, and that for ſome 
Weeks by Winds contrary to them; 
but fo favourable to us, that our whole 
Force was brought together before 
they could advance: Then followed 
the moſt Glorious Victory we ever 


had on that Element, with the Deſtru- 
ction of the beſt Rt of their Na- 


val Force, in the ſight of our Enemies, 
C and 
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and on their Coaſt. In this whole 
Matter there was ſuch a Con junction of 
extraordinary Providences, that he who 
had the greateſt Share of the Honour of 
that Action, thought it no Diminution 

to him to rec kon up a whole Train of 
them, and to acknowledge, that the 
Succeſs of that Happy Day, was chiefly 


owing to an immediate Hand of Gop. 


This ſeem'd to free us from all Ap- 
prehenſions of another Deſcent, but our 
Enemies thought, the next Defign of 
an Invaſion ſurer laid, fince it was to 
be begun with an Afafſination, up- 
on which they reckon'd the reſt of the 
Project could not miſcarry. A Prince 
not capable of ſuch a black Contri- 
vannce, was not eafily brought to be- 


lieve it of others; tho' former Diſcove- 


ries might have taught him, that there 


was no Thing of that Kind ſo bad, but 


that it might have been apprehended 
from them; this was diſcovered but 
two Days betore it was to have been ex- 
ecuted, by ſome who were practiſed on 

to 
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to engage them in the Conſpiracy, but 


that were too brave to hearken to 


ſuch an Infamous Propoſition ; and as 
the Deſign was thus defeated at Home, 
fo we had a Fleet ready, intended in- 


deed to be ſent far away, but that 


was by crols Winds, contrary to what 


was ordinary in that Seaton, kept in 


our Ports, by a kind Providence, for this 
great Occafion ; and then the fame 
Perſon, who had formerly deftroy'd 
our Enemy's Fleet, went and comman- 
ded ours, which was quickly increas'd 
to a vaſt Force, and ftood towards their 


Coaſt, till they ſaw the Deſign impra- 
cticable, and diſperſed themſelves. 


Some Years after this, a great Change 
happening in the Face of the whole 


Affairs of Europe, the two Monarchies 


that had fo long divided all the Coun- 
cils of theſe Parts of the World, fall- 
ing upon the Matter, into one Hand, 
a! under one Direction: Our great 
Deliverer was in that Critical Time 
taken from us; this ſeem'd an irrepa- 
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rable Loſs, and a Female Reign was 


not thought calculated for ſuch a boi- 


ſerous Scene. But with all this Diſad- 
vantage, it pleaſed God fo to animate 
and bleſs our Councils, that under the 
Conduct of our General, we had Con- 
queſt upon Conqueſt, and Victory up- 
on Victory, in a Courſe of unclouded 
and uninterrupted Glory for many 
Years, beyond any thing that is either 
in our own, or in any other Hiſtory. 
But while we were the Admiration 
of all the World, and every thing 
went on in a continued Train of Suc- 
ceſs; yet having reſtleſs Enemies A- 
broad, and unquiet ones at Home, 
We were again allarmed by an Attempt 
that was defigned on the Northern Parts 
of this united Iſland; and that at a 
Time, when a ſmall and ſhort Diſtur- 
bance in our Affairs might have had 
great Effects, even tho it ſhould have 


been quite broken. The Surpriſe was 


great, all was ready on the other Side, 
before we apprehended what the Defign 
was: 
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was : But in the very time when we 
wanted a Supply of Men for our Fleer, 


it was by a particular Providence fur- 


niſhed us, as we needed it, by ſome 
Fleets coming happily Home, and then 
croſs Winds, with other Errors, did 
again defeat that Project, which our 
Enemies reckon d was fo well laid, that 
they publiſh'd the Deſign as ſure, thro” 
molt of the Courts of Europe. We ſaw 
that Cloud diffipated with no Loſs of 
ours, and a very great one on the Ene- 
mies Side. 


come in the laſt Place to the Sub- 
ject of our preſent Joy : We ſaw a Sa- 


cred Life declining every Year: We 
heard from all Quarters of the loud In- 


ſultings of our Enemies, they ſeemed 


aſſured of an eaſie and cheap Conqueſt. 


- They reckon'd on the Aſſiſtance of a 


mi hey Power on which they depended, 

our Weakneſs and our Disjointings at 
Home, gave juſt Grounds: for Melan- 
choly Apprehenſions. Our Nation is 
all open within, and in a moſt defence- 
leſs 
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leſs State, fo that any Convulfions muſt 
have brought a vaſt Deſtruction over 
all the Corners of this and the Neigh- 
bouring Iſland, and involved us in much 
Blood and Miſery. In this Extremity, 
the beſt Men among us were preparing 
themſelves for all the Difmal Effects, 
that ſuch a Scene of Confuſion ſet be- 
fore them; but it pleaſed God to break 
the Cloud, and to difhipate our Fears 
all at once. 

Our late Gracious Queen was a 
Princeſs, whom in a Courſe of many 
Years I had the Honour to know ſo 
particularly, that I am bound to fay, I 
ſaw Great and Eminent Vertues in Her, 
the Heighth of Conjugal Affection, and 
of Motherly Care, an engaging Mild- 
neſs towards ali Perſons, a conſtant Rea- 
dineſs to Acts of Charity, with an unin- 
terrupted Courſe of Solemn Devotion, 
and a high Degree of Patience and Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God, under long 
and ſharp Pains. In theſe ſhe was a great 
Example; theſe fell all under my par- 

ticular 


—— 


the Ki ing, at His Royale Chappel. | 


wy 


ticular Obſervation, for 1 preſume not 
to ſpeak of thoſe Things, into the Se- 


cret of which | was never called, but 


only of Things that | ſaw and knew. 


When the fatal Hour of Her Diſſo- 


lution came, it was with ſuch a ſudden 


Stroke, that all the World was furpri- 
fed, and all bad Deſt Zus were prevent- 


ed. And then the true Spirit of the 
Nation, and its Zeal for the Purity of 
Religion, that had been for ſome time 
darkned and miſled, broke out in its 


Ancient Strains. Every thing ſince 


that time has concurred fo happily, 
even the Weather, Winds and Seas, 


that withour the leaſt Difturbance, or 
any unhappy Accident, We fee now 


the Throne Gloriouſly fill'd, and, to 
ſpeak in David's Figures, We ſee a 
fruitful Vine near it, with many Olive- 
branches round about it, the ſureſt Em- 


blems of Peace and Safety ; fo that there 


15 not room left for a Wiſh, but that 


God would continue theſe Is us, and 


teach us to make that uſe of them, for 
which they are given us. And 
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And now may we not challenge the 
whole Tribe of Infidels to reflect on this 
Chain of Providences that l have open- 
ed ? Can they reflect on it, and yet hat- 
den themſelves in their Impiety ? In 
every one of theſe that lhavenam'd, 
there are many branchings, that do all 
contribute to make it evident, That a 
Sovereign Power, directed by uner- 


ring Wiſdom, and full of Infinite Good- 


neſs, has ſtill watched over the Church 
with a preſent Relief, ready at Hand, 
u henſoever it was moſt needed. In all 


other Caſes, a Train of wife Actions, 


with happy Events, are ſure Indicati- 
ons of found and deep Councils : And 
ſhall ſuch amazing Con junctures, meet- 
ing in the Critical Minutes, be thought 


the Effects of Fate or Chance ? Thoſe 


who are fo obſtinate in theſe Libertine 


Principles, as not to be wrought on by 


all this Deduction of Providences, ſeem 


to be paſt the Poſſibility of Cure or 


2 Zonviction. 
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But to purſue this Matter further; 
Let us conſider what we can ſuppoſe 


God's Deſign to be in lending this holy 
Religion into the World, and in watch- 


ing ſo carefully over it. God's firſt De- 


ſign in creating Man, was by making 
him after his own Image, that he might 
reſemble himſelf; but that Image be- 


ing depraved, the Son of God came to 


reconcile us to his heavenly Father; 
and to make us conformable to himſelf, 
and Partakers of the Divine Nature. 
The Reformation of this Religion, was 


only the throwing out thoſe Mixtures 
of Heatheniſm and Superſtition that had 


enervated the true Deſign of Chriſtia- 
nity with the Inventions of Men, that 
ſo the Doctrine of our blefled Saviour, 
being ſet forth in its firſt Purity and 
Simplicity, might have great Effects on 


the Hearts and Lives of thoſe who re- 


ceive it. 

Can we think fo meanly of it, as to 
imagine it is only a heap of Opinions, 
that we are to profeſs and to con- 


1 tend 
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of God to us in Chriſt Jeſus, it 


tend about; or a Circle of Forms, in 


which weare to run a perpetual Round 
without any Progreſs * Is Religion to 
be conſidered only as a Matter of Form 


and Shew,to ſerve Intereſts and advance 


Parties, to feed Paſſions and to raiſe 
Animoſities? Was ſuch a Religion as 
this, worth the Son of God's coming 
into the World and dying, and worth 
all that Care, and all thoſe Providences 
that have appeared in a Courſe of fo 


many Ages, in which he has ſtill watch'd 


over it and preſerved it? 

The true Defign of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine is quite of another Nature; 
it is the poſſeſſing our Minds with no- 
ble Thoughts of Goo, of His Attri- 


butes, of His Authority over us ; of 


the Laws he has ſet us, and of his Eye 
that ſees all that we either think or 
do, for which he will call us to an Ac- 
count, and Judge us according to it. 
Next to this, it gives us a juſt Senſe of 
the Guilt of Sin, and of the Mercies 


will 
form 


— 2 


A 
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form in us the Principles of Juſtice ard 


Truth, of an univerſal Holineſs, and 


of fervent Charity; fo that we will 
live godly, righteouſly, and ſoberly, 
doing to all others, what we would 
have others do fo us ; loving all Man- 
kind, not only Friends but even Ene- 
mies, forbearing and forgiving them, 


and praying for them, pitying the Mi- 


ſerable, and relieving the Poor accor- 


ding to their Neceſſities and our own 
Abundance, inſtructing thoſe that op- 
poſe themſelves in a Spirit of Love, 


and overcoming Evil with Good; 


not returning even to thoſe of the 
Church of Rome Perſecution for Per- 


ſecution, doing no Hardſhip to them, 


other than what is neceſſary to ſecure 
our ſelves from falling into their Hands. 
We know both their Principles and 


what their Practices have been, where- 


ſoever they get Power over thoſe they 
call Hereticks, againſt which it is but 


reaſonable that we ſhould be on our 


Guard; and 'tis to be hoped that Mat- 
o 3 ters 
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ters ſhall never be carried further 
againſt them, whatſoever we or our 
Brethren may have ſuffered at their 
Hands. Theſe are the certain Chara- 
ders of true Religion, which is the Image 
of God and the Imitation of Jeſus 
Chrift. Here is a Deſign worthy of 
God, and of his Son who was the bleſ- 
ſed Author of it. This does both per- 
fect the Nature of Man and fecure the 
Happineſs of Mankind here as well as 
hereafter. Wherever theſe Effects of 
Religion appear, they will ſhine with 
tuch a ſupcriour Luſtre, that it will 
convince all that ſee it, that it is of God, 


| 


and that it makes Men like him, and 


meet to enjoy him for ever. 


Happy thoſe who have this View of 
it, and purſue this as the great Defign 
for which it was revealed by Gop. 

But if we content our Selves with a 

Form of Godlineſs, while in our Lives 
We deny the Power of it; We may 
„ juſtly 
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juſtly look for the reverſe of all thoſe 
Bleſſings we do now re joyce in. 

This leads me to the laſt Particular, 
That we ought to rejoyce with Trembling: 
We are full of the Senſe of the Good- 
neſs of God, in the many Deliverances 
that he hath wrought for us, which 
ſeem now to be near their laſt fhniſh- 
ing : We ought to watch over our 


_ ſelves, and to tremble leaſt we ſhould 


defeat God's Defigns toward us. If we 
go on ſtill in a Courſe of Impiety and 


Immorality, we may juſtly fear a Re- 


turn of thoſe heavy ſudgments, that 
may ſadly convince us, that there is a 
God that judges in the Earth. He has 


Varieties of Plagues in Store, Famine, 


Peſtilence, Fires and Shipwracks, ſo 
that tho' one great Woe ſeems to be 
paſt, he has many in reſerve, if we 
_ provoke him to viſit us for our Iniqui- 


ties. The more the Alarms that are ſent 


to awaken us, and the greater the Bleſ- 


fings are that we receive from him ; all 


theſe, if we continue ftill in our Sins, 
will 
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will run up to a Heap, and bring on 
us a heavy Load of Puniſhment. 

How were the vicious Practices that 
over-run the Nation, after that Signal 
Reſtoration of the Royal Family, puni- 
thed with a Succeſſion of heavy Plagues ? 
We engaged in a War with our next 
Neighbours, that proved as unproſpe- 


rous as it was unjuſt. A devouring 


Peſtilence wasat the ſame time let looſe 
upon us, which was follow'd by a dread- 


ful Conflagration of the Capital City, 
and after that a great part of our Na- 


val Strength was deſtroy d by our Ene- 


mies, in our Ports. Theſe Things were 


Publick and Viſible. ; . 
1 will not follow this by Reflections 
on ſome ſucceeding TranſaQtons : 


That might ſeem invidious, Seeds of 
Diviſions have been ſown by our Ene- 

mies, and have encreaſed fo fatally, 
that we are now broken among our 


ſelves, about Matters of little or no 
Moment; yet Jealoufies and Fears are 
ſtill 
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ſtill kept up, and are infuled into un- 
thinking Multitudes. 

When ſhall the Day come, when all 
our Contention in Matters of Religion 
{hall be, who ſhall live moſt ſuitably to 
it, and promote the true Intereſts of 
our Church moſt effectually, in the 
moſt important and weightieſt Matters? 

Who ſhall carry the Spirit of Forbear- 
ance and Forgiveneſs the furtheſt in all 
lefler Matters? And who ſhall abound 
moſt in Charity and good Works? 
Who ſhall be moſt zealous in their Du- 
ty to the King, whom Gop has ſet 
over us? And in their Obedience and 
Submiſſion to the Laws? Who ſhall 
be moſt faithful to the Conftitution of 
our Church, and moſt truly zealous 
for it againſt all Breaches upon it, and 
Innovations of all Hands? 

When our Religion has theſe Effects 
upon us, we are ſure that we are fol- 
lowing the Pattern that Chrift and his 
Apoſtles have fer us, and that we arc 
in the right Way to maintain our pre- 


ſent 
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ſent Eſtabliſhment ; but if Strife and 
Contention, if Pride and Vain Glory 
ſhall till prevail; if we go on to bite 
and devour one another, we need not an 
Enemy to deſtroy us, but may juſtly 
apprehend, that according to the Apo- 
ſtle's Words we ſhall be conſumed one of 
another. An Enemy will ſtill ſow Tarcs 
among us, thoſe will increaſe and ſpread 
themſelves. Jealouſies and Fears of 
imaginary Dangers will throw us into 
real ones; and God only knows what 
the End of theſe Things may be : Let 
us therefore tremble even in the midſt 
of all thoſe Tranſports of Joy, to which 
the preſent Situation of our Affairs 
may carry us, leaſt thar, as we have 
abuſed former Bleſſings, and loſt the 
happy Effects that we might have ex- 
_ pected from them, we ſtill go on to 
provoke God, and to defeat the happy 
Deſigns of Providence, in the Bleſſings 
now offered to us. Above all Things, 
let us guard againſt the Progreſs that 
Atheiſm and Impiety has made; this 

ſtrikes 


. 
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ſtrikes at the Root of all Religion and 


Vertue. 

It is not to be denied, but the Infi- 
delity of ſome who expreſſed Zeal for 
our Conſtitution in our civil Concerns, 
was laid hold on by ſome ill - minded 
Men, to make all thoſe who were zea- 
lous for maintaining the Revolution, 


paſs for Enemies to Religion and the 
Church, becauſe of the Impieties of 


ſome who took Shelter among them. 
This was carried far; and with great 
Injuſtice, to raiſe Clamour and to in- 
fuſe Jealoufies, that were both black 
and ill-deſfign'd: By this Means the 
Weakneſs and Credulity of many was 
unhappily wrought on by thoſe, who 
whatever they might pretend, had viſi- 


bly ill Intentions at bottom. Theſe 


things brought us to the Edge of the 
Precipice, and the Brink of Ruin, from 


which God has now reſcued us. If 
bad Methods, the natural Tendencies 


of which are now ſo viſible, are again 
purſued, it will be —— enough 
to 


the Sight of a Bird. The Deſign of 
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to impute theſe to ſomewhat worſe 
than to Miſtakes, or the Errors of an 
ill- guided Zeal. Solomon warns us, 
That it is in vain to ſpread a Net in 


ſuch Proceedings will be too viſible, 


to be capable of an Apology, if they 


are purſued for the future : God grant 
we may all fee paſt Errors, and re- 
lapſe no more into them. We are 20 
made whole, let us Sin no more, leaſt a 
worſe Thing come unto us. Let us all 
mind what belongs ro our own Stati- 
on, do our own Bufineſs quietly, and 


follow Peace with all Men, and Holi- 


eſs, without which no Man ſball. fee the 


Lord. Let us endeavour to bear with 


thoſe who differ from us, and to gain 
upon thoſe who divide from us, by 


the Strength of Reaſon, and the Ten- 


derneſs of Love: This is the Method 


by which the Goſpel prevailed in the 


World, notwithſtanding all the Oppo- 
fition that was then made to it, and it 
will ever be ſucceſsful in the ay of 

_ thoſe 
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thoſe who purſue the true Ends of Re- 


for the Honour of God, and the Eſta- 
bliſhment of his Church among us, 
upon the laſting Foundations of Peace 
and Truth. 


If we go on thus, to build up our 


ſelves and the People committed to 
our Charge, in our moſt holy Faith, 
we ſhall grow up to be a boly Temple 


to the Lord, we ſhall recover our anci- 


ent Dignity, of being the chief Sup- 


port of the Reformation, not onl 
in our own, but in all the Foreign 
Churches; by which means, our 
Kings 
the Faith, both at Home and Abroad : 
But if we ſball flill do wickedly, — 
God avert that which follows. God 
grant we may be ſo Wile, as in this 


our Day to fee the Things that belong to 


our Peace, and by which we may edify 
one another, and that we may all, from 
the 


ligion, with a Spirit of Moderation 
and Charity, and with a fincere Zeal 


will be truly the Defenders of 
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the higheſt to the loweſt, ſtudy this 
great Piece of heavenly Wiſdom, 70 
the Lord with Fear, and to rejoice 
with Trembling. 


To him, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 


both now and evermore. 


